







30 March 2018
I hereby nominate Véronique Campion-Vincent for the Linda Dégh Lifetime Achievement Award.  She has earned it on the basis of her scholarship, her efforts as a bridge between European and North American scholars, and her work within ISCLR over many years.  
With a keen ear for the latest rumors and thoughtful understanding of common concerns, she has described and analyzed a wide variety of rumors and legend cycles, placing them in their socio-historic contexts, finding the links among analogous texts across time periods and cultures, and clarifying their function in a troubled world.  Other legend scholars value her work and happily build on it as witnessed by their citations to it.  In a small experiment I took a small, unsorted pile of books from one bookshelf; every single author—Gillian Bennett, Linda Dégh, Bill Ellis, Gary Alan Fine, Diane E. Goldstein, Eda Kalmre, Andrea Kitta, Jon D. Lee, and Patricia A. Turner--cited Véronique Campion-Vincent.
The international importance of Véronique’s work goes beyond the scholarship itself to her constant efforts in bringing together scholars working in various languages and cultures.  Her bibliography shows that she publishes her own studies in both French and English, but she also works on behalf of others, such as writing reviews in English of books published originally in other languages and preparing an annotated bibliography of French scholarship on rumor (FOAFTale News, 1990).  Those of us, especially Americans, who do not readily follow scholarship in non-English publications truly value such contributions.
Véronique has been an active member of ISCLR since the early years of the organization, constant in her participation, both at meetings and in contributions to FOAFTale News.  Always bringing something new to us, she has presented at the last three European conferences on beliefs about the world ending on 21 December 2012 in accordance with the Mayan calendar, glurges as exemplary stories, and Native Americans as sources of wisdom.  She has been one of the strongest voices in the organization, helping us develop and leading us to serve a wider international range of scholars, and she has been one of the kindest, most generous people in welcoming and encouraging younger scholars.
Véronique Campion-Vincent shines as a mainstay in ISCLR, as a communicator across language boundaries, and as a scholar, in both the breadth of her interests and the depth of her analysis.  I commend her to you whole-heartedly for the Linda Dégh Lifetime Achievement Award.
Sincerely,
Elissa R. Henken
